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H E great extent of the dioceſe of 


| Nh, renders it almoſt nnpoſii- 
ble for your lordſhip to know the perſons, 
or even the characters of the inferior clergy 
who are at any, confiderable diſtance from 


the capital ; It is for this reaſon that I take 


the liberty to inform your lordſhip, that Mr. 


F. is by no means the worſt man that has 
been permitted to preach the goſpel within 
your Tordſhip's dioceſe ; and that there now 
reſides. a man who has the ſole care of 
three pariſhes, viz. (a vickaridge, and two 
curacies) whoſe immoralities and vices | will 
point him out ſufficiently to thoſe who live 


| within his neighbourhood, not to leave your 


lordſhip long without his name and abode, 
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if this letter ſhoold excite your fordſhip's ca- 


rioſity, or the matter ſhould ſeem worthy 
farther attention. 

Your lordſhip's great character ought to 
de a. ſufficient ſecurity to = — any 
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impertinent addreſs ; and therefore I had 
rather. this letter ſhould be conſtrued into 
ignorance, than the leaſt tendency to inſult 
your lordſhip ; or, what I think as bad, to 
_ endeavonr to impoſe on you by falſe repre= JF _ 
ſentations. Notwithſtanding what I have ſaid \}_ 
above, I believe your lordſhip has heard 
ſomething of the man whole portrait I beg 
leave to ſet before your lordſhip, and which 

I would not have done, but that I find he 

is ſo hardened in his vices, and ſo totally 
regardleſs of what he has loſt! that nothing 
but what affects his purſe or preferment, |} 
can give him the leaſt painſul ſenſation. 1 
The gentleman I mean, is the perſon to 8 
whom a letter was about two years ſince 
addreſſed to from a captain; and though 
the captain might not expreſs himſelf alto- 
_ gether properly in that letter, yet I dare ſay 

your lordſhip will find the circumſtances of 

the fraud ſtrongly againſt the parfon, and 

his total filence either in print or MS. (with 
the latter of which he is very liberal) are 

alſo ſtrong circumſtances that he thought 

filence, as to that charge, the moſt prudent ! 

nor could his moſt intimate acquaintance 

(without extorting it from him) prevail on 
him to ſpeak on ; Ho head. | 


=o. But inſtead of anſwering the letter, and 
= endeavouring to acquit himſelf of the ſaid 
1 e | fraud, 


5 1 
fraud, bs drew up a charge againſt the ſup⸗ 


poſed author of it, which he found means to 
get laid before his royal highneſs the duke 
f C-—, The charge, as 1 am informed, 
5 e e of upwards of thirty articles, ſome 
of which inſinuated, that the captain's reli- 
gion nor principles did intitle him to the 
truſt repoſed him; and his royal highneſs 
as in prudence ought, enquired into the 
matter, and. indulged the captain with the 
requeſt he made, which was, that as his 
highneſs had been at the trouble to read the 
charge brought againſt him, that he would 
alſo be pleaſed to hear what a faithful ſervant 
and ſubject had to ſay on his part in relation 
thereto; which his royal highneſs conde- 
ſcended to hear, and was pleaſed to fay he 
was ſatisfied therewith ; ſo that this wicked 
attempt to repreſent him as unfaithful to the 
king, whoſe bread he had eat more than- 
half his life, and whoſe life was ever at his 
majeſty's ſervice, proved abortive. Thus 
much for his behaviour to the captain ; and 
now, I ſhall beg leave to lay your 
| lordſhip his behaviour to the gentleman to 
_ whom he is curate; the example he has 
| for. theſe thirty years paſt ſet to thoſe whoſe 
ſouls he has the care of, his attempt to blaſt 
the reputation of his neareſt neighbour a 
clergyman, when he was a candidate for 
B 2 pre- 


24% 


preferment ; and laſtly, conclude with ſome 
remarks on his life and converſation. a 
The gentleman to whom this worthy 
man is curate, lives at Ipſwich, and as 
the curate rents the great tythes of the 
lay-rector, and the ſmall ones from the 
vicar, ſo there was an account between 
the two latter to be ſettled, but they not 
agreeing, it was left to two arbitrators, and 
each choſe his friend ; the whole account 
amounted to about three hundred pounds, 
and the arbitrators diſallowed one hundred, 
to which this gentleman was not only ob- 
liged to ſubmit, but thought prudent (as he 
did; in the half guinea ſtory) not to mention 
4t ; but when it was unavoidable ! one of the 


| men arbitrators is now living at Ipſ> 


wich, and the truth of this your lordſhip may 
know from his own mouth, nor cannot 
doubt from his known veracity, during the 
time the pariſh church was repairing it was 
notorious to the whole pariſh, and- many of 

his pariſhoners ſaw him in the night, ſteal 
ing out of the church-yard the timber be. 

longing to the church, and take it into his 
own encloſure, - which was near, to carry on 
his own private buildings. It is alſo notori- 
ous to the whole pariſh, that a poor man 
who had kept a large ſtone thirty years in 
his houſe, and directed his. friends when he 
Wa 
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was dying to ſee it placed at the head of his 
grave, with his name, age, &c. cut thereon, 
was alſo ſtolen about ten years ſince by this 
ſame worthy gentleman , and that during the 
ſeven years life of the ſon of the deceaſed, the 


curate uſed frequently to accoſt him in this 
manner. Well, Thomas, when do. you in- 


tend to pay me the tithe due for the acre of 
ground behind your houſe ? When you put 
my father's grave-ſtone where you ſtole it 
from, replied Thomas! And having about two 


years ſince been threatened with a proſecu- : 


tion for this facrilegious theft {and not being 
able to find one man in his pariſh who would 
do it for him) was, as I am informed, obliged 
to carry the ſaid grave-ſtone himſelf to the 


daughter of the deceaſed ; but thus much I 
am ſure is true, that it was carried by his 


order, or himſelf, and ſet down at the door 
of the deceaſed in the tenth. year of its capti- 

| wity, and that all his pariſhoners flocked 
about the kouſe to ſee it. Nor do theſe two 
or three frauds. above recited, ſtand ſingly 
unſt him! no, my lord, there are charges 

of the like kind innumerable in the mouths 


of many, nay, moſt of his pariſhoners, 
though ſome have died with the injured, in 


the courſe of thirty years that this gentleman 
has preached and * to three e 


e 05 


(6) EE 
In a converſation I had with one of his 
pariſhoners, and one of the moſt ſenſible a- 
mongſt them, he aſſured me, that tho' he 
had lived many years in that neighbourhood, 
he did not know above one or two men in 
| whom he could confide, nor that he had not | 
heard {and had reaſon to believe was true} 
ſome baſe or fraudulent action of, and this 
he attributed to the example of their paſtor ? 
I ſhall now beg leave to lay before your 
| lordſhip his behaviour to his neighbour, a 
clergyman, who ſucceeded him to the em- 
ployment he had forfeited by his fraud and 
folly, to embelliſh which, 1 muſt beg leave 
to go back, and obſerve to your lordſhip, 
that a little, before the charge againſt the 
captain was laid before H. R. H. the duke, 
the following paragraph or words to the 
following effect, were inſerted by ſomebody, 

in the London news papers. | 
We hear the chaplain of a certain garri- 
* ſon is turned out, a popiſh prieſt admitted 
© in his ſtead, and that 1 greateſt part of 
© the ſaid garriſon are become papiſts. FE 
The baſeneſs of which can be ſhewn 
by a certiſicate ſigned by every inhabitant 
civil and military, reſiding in the ſaid garri- 
ſon, and may be confirmed by their oath 
was it neceſſary. For though no man can 
command any body of men, but ſome muſt 
diſlike him, yet every man in this caſe was 
5 5 | | eager 


PI 


eager to ſhew his deteſtation to fo falfe and 


wicked an inſinuation. 
And as his ſucceſſor was well aſſured no 


leſt but himſelf, of any denomination had 


| admitted, he thought himſelf a party- 
| ſufferer on ſuch a report ;. and not knowing 


the conſequence was willing to guard againſt + 
the worſt, and therefore did (what he would 


not have done otherwiſe) apply to this gentle- 


men, to ſign a teſtimonial in his favour, 


which was directed to the miniſter and church 
wardens of ſome pariſh in the north of Eng- 


land, and this certificate which vouched for 


his innocent life, and orthodoxy ! he gladly 
ſigned, believing that his late former em- 
ployment would become vacant, and that he 
ſhould by ſoothing flattery, or bullying in- 
ſolence both which he has tried dy turns) 
regain his loſt appendage— But it ſo hap- 
pened, that the teſtimonial was uſed to ano- 


ther purpoſe: And finding himſelf thus pro- 


perly out- witted, he left no ſtone unturned 
(except thoſe in the churchyard) to endeavour 
to injure and undoe his neighbour, for whoſe 
ood behaviour he had fo lately vouched, 
and as he declares concientiouſly, but how 
much this gentleman's life and converſation 


was altered, in a few months after, let his 


own words declare, and which letter 1s to 


| be 88 if called 5 or doubted. 
„ 0 Sir 3 
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* Sir, The worthy honeſt orthodox clergy- 


man, whom you preferred for his own un- 


© exceptionable merit, which has hitherto been 


* inviſible to every eye but your own, with- 


out any one friend to recommend him, 


© this learned gentleman ſo worthy of your 


© favour and eſteem, tho of no man's be- 
© ſides yourſelf, envying me the little ad- 


vantage I reaped from L--d G--d F--t, in 
order to ſupplant me there, took the fol- 


lowing method : Firſt, he made it his 
bnſineſs to get acquainted with Mr. ——- 


and finding that it was his foible now and 


then to coag it, to bung an eye, and to take 


. 2 moderate be he plied him that 
way pretty briskly, till he IE} wholly gained 
him over to his intereſt, and fo an inviolable 


friendſhip was ſoon ſigned, ſealed, and 


cemented betwixt em by ſeveral buggs and 
Rifſes the modern way in Suffolk of fine gentle- 
men expreſſing their affettion for one another. . 


The above is an extract of a letter contain- 
ing four ſheets full of ſuch ſort of low abuſe, 
and wicked inſinuations, which is too long 


to recite, and too obſcene to inſert here, and 


having lately heard that this gentleman (who 
loſt his curacy by the reſidence of the rector) 


was folliciting a piece of preferment with 


great proſpect of ſucceſs, he took occaſion to 
write the following letter to a gentleman, - by 
whoſe 
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whoſe means he - thobght his fucoeſs might be 
fruſtrated; but his having a teſtimonial 
1 gned by che neighbouring clergy of charac- 
ter, and mamy friends appearing on his * 


half, he did notwithſtandin 8 e 
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- by ,whom 
© verill nſed, is 3 3 
| why I was not print in his character as 
t have been expected. Our difference 
-arvſe from the unjultifiatile methods he uſed 
to procure me to tigh thi, certificate he has 
; produced. 412 7 S AQ 7 bg in 10 
= Liepeenant 


governor; TT „ A. Man 

of 4 proud, fiery, pee ſpirit; without 
religion virtue, or pit „having treated 
2 very 'wnhan( Pand with:: the utmoſt 
aginable diſgrace; carried matters 0 far, 
Fs _ wrote and went in b to complain : 

aof me to the biſhopiof , how. 
"ſaid he Was à papiſt, at. arriſon | 
Was not ſufe in hie hands (all which upon tay 
word was falſe, as his loriiſhip ſoon peiceived) _ 
However, he made ſuch a noiſe about 97 

that it came to the ears of the duke 

Cumberland. who thereupon ſent a coll. Te 
C guards 


10 p 
guards down 2 me, to enquire into the 
affair, whereat I was greatly ſurpriſed, not 
knowing any thing of the matter: And 
tho” I cleared the governor as to. my own 
knowledge, of being. inclined; to favour 
popery, yet the duke ſent for him up to ex- 
amine further into the affair. And in the 
mean time Mr. B comes and intreats me 
to ſign a certificate for him, for his friends 
had procured him the promiſe of an endowed 
curacy in the north, where he was born, 
worth 80 I. a year, and a certificate, he ſaid 
was required tor that purpoſe. On his re- 
queſt I ſigned it, tho I was aprehenſive at 
the ſame time, that the curacy was not 
worth near ſo much but thought no more 
of it, till one day going to the Fort I found 
the following advertiſement poſted up in a 
room belonging to the ſuttling office in the 
governor's own hand writing, with this ſhort 
preface to it. The underwritten / para- 
graph was taken from the London news 
papers, who put it in there, or how tene 
< it is. the reader muſt judge. 
MWMe hear that the an of a N 
* garriſon was refuſed admittance therein, but 


aa a romiſh prieſt admitted in his ſtead, and 


© the greateſt part 9 the . are baccme 
f — | : ; 
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Now, governor W having ſometime 


a before procured my diſmiſſion from L--- 

: G F--t, where for ſeveral years F had of- 

c ficiated as deputy chaplain, and an order for 

7 Mr: Ber ro ſucceed me, I begun to con- 

* ſider with np deſign Mr. B had re- 

4 queſted me to ſign his certificate, and what 
5 uſe he had made of it. How Mr. T : , 
4 muſt have put that paragraph 'abovementi- 2 
oned, into the London papers, in order to 


throw the odium of the charge againſt him 

upon me 'as a calumniator. l then in 

4 © offer to his juſtification he was to produce =_ + | 
Mr. B—'s certificate (whom he had into | 

- duced into the garriſon in my room, and 

' whom I had taxed as being a papiſt, as he 

there inſinuates) to prove under my own 
hand, that I believe him to be true to the 

: church of England and the preſent govern- 

ent. So that betwixt em both. I will leave 

you to judge, what a light I muſt 1 in 
to his Royal Highneſs. 

That this was the ſole deſign in procuring 
me to ſign Mr. Bs certificate.----To 
juſtify the governor before the duke, and to 
throw the whole odium of the report upon 
me. This I charged the governor with, and 
he could not deny it; then next I remon- 
ſtrated to Mr. B—, how he could come 
with a two fold 1 to impoſe upon n. = FEES 

"Lib „ be 8 
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„ 
be ſo ungenerous as to requeſt me to ſign „ 
certificate, to cut my own throat, and make 
me appear a ſcoundrel to all the world, as 
being conſcious to myſelf, I never did---nor 
could ſay any fuch thing, as he Was à papiſt. 
I ſay, he impoſed upon me with a. twofold 
lye (and ſuch a baſe impoſition I muſt and 
ſhall ever reſent)--for- neither he nor his 


friends ever thought of his going down to 


the north,--nor is the curacy worth much 
above half of what he told me, as I am aſ- 
ſured from the preſent curate, to whom I 
wrote to know the. truth, being reſolved to 
trace the affair to the bottom. 

Now Mr. B— inſtead of acknowledg- 
ing his fault, in impoſing upon me as a 
cheat and a lyar, (which every ingenious 


man would do, rather then be * as a 


_ har) juſtifies himſelf in what he did ;— as 
glorying in that he had-outwitted me 
whereas I was Ignorqng of their whole delign, 

till all was over; nor ſhould ever have 

miſtruſted them, if I had not. deny met 
with the abovementioned paragraph in the 
London papers. And, Sir, he be- 
haved by me in ſuch a manner, I have for- 
bid him my houſe, and my Company 1 
the future, and I think deſervedly.— For 

Which, when I meet him, Jam generally 
accoſted with if uch nude behaviour. 08 lan- 
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guage as Iam aſhamed to mention, becauſe 
it is ſo unbecoming a gentleman, and a clergy- 


governor's and Mr. B—'s behaviour to- 
Wards me be true, 1 hope I am ſi ufficiently 


times more ſuch like proceedings of theirs 


authentic teſtimony from ſeveral others. 


1 ſign a ſecond. And how he has behaved 


and tedious account, but to clear up 
| hinted at in my former, and to take off all 


6 13 J 


man. * 


Now if what I have here alledg d of the 


excuſeable in not ſigning a certificate for the 
latter, no more than 1 ſhould for the for- 
mer, if requeſted. And that this and ten 


againſt me, is true. can prove. under 
their own hands,--by living witneſſes, and 


Thus Mr. B— has behaved towards me 
in reſpect to the teſtimonies all now gi 
duced, which will make me cautious 


among his pariſhoners, Mr. B-—p of Ipſ- 

Ka wa BET he is curate, is — — 
proper perſon to certify for him... 
ſhould not have troubled. you with this large 
what I 


ſuſpicion of ſomething | worſe relating to his 
character And ] do affure you that ] 


| heartily join with all his pariſhoners in wiſh. 


ing him ſucceſs, and for the ſame ron 
that Net do. 


Lem. 
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The above letter is faithfully copied in 
every reſpect; and it ſhould be impertinent 
in me to attempt pointing out to your lord 
ſhip, or even to an illiterate reader, his 
ignorance as a ſcholar, his prevaricating 
ſtory, and the wicked inſinuation hinted at, 
to prevent a ſuſpicion of ſomething worſe in 
the gentleman's charafter, which he has fo 
ſtrongly and injuriouſly pointed at in the 
extract of a former letter inſerted above. 
I am thoroughly perſuaded; that he can- 
not produce three men (one out of each pa- 
riſh) of character and ſubſtance that would 
fign him the following certificate. - 


WE whoſe names are underwritten, do 
hcreby declare, that we believe our preſent 
curate or vicar to be an honeſt man and a 
good chriſtian; and that his example and 
dealings are worthy the- imitation of all good 
men. And we farther declare, that we be- 
lieve that the many charges againſt our ſaid 
curate of various kinds, have been propagat- 
ed by wicked people without cauſe, as we 
never did from our own dealings with him 
find him otherwiſe than a fair well-meanin g 

man. e 5 


I call upon him, my lord, to produce a 
certificate fo ſigned and ſend your lordſhip 


A 


23 


gion, virtue or pr 


| againſt. him, 


(Go . / 


far] am perſuaded unleſs = makes ſome 
_ tythe terms to the farmer's advantage, he can= 
not obtain ſuch a teſtimonial ; and therefore 
he ought to get one ſo ſigned by the neigh- 
bouring farmers of the next pariſh, who 
know his character as well as his own, and 
MF e will not ſo belye their conſciences. 
Nor do I think he can procure ſuch. a 
ertificate from any of the neighbouring 
ory ; ©; am ſure he cannot from thoſe 
. 5 have known his life and converſation, 5 
as it is notorious, in the neighbourhood, that 


he was toad-eater in his youthful days, to a 


magiſtrate, whoſe, character was that of a 


proud fery revengeful temper, without reli- 
= 3 Us a man abandoned 


to all kinds of ſenſuality, and whoſe common 


table-talk (where this gentleman ſat for many 
years). was what no decent clergyman would 
have proſtituted his ears to, much leſs 


pledged his indecent toaſts, as was notori- 
ous he did. 
. I have been informed that it is the 3 


' ſenſe of the country ( both clergy and laity) 


that the half guinea fraud ſtands clearly 
And is almoſt confirmed by 


making a reply; but I have 


himſelf, in not 


415 heard that the perſon. whom he defraud- 
ed of this piece of money has been charged 


with a | perſecution too cruel i in return for ſo 
. — 
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E 
ſmall an injury; and therefore as I am well 


acquainted with every circumſtance of this 
matter, I beg leave to fay a little on that 


head. After he was diſmiſſed his military 


attendance, he wrote a libel, printed it, | 
and _ one by the poſt. to Ay ca tame 5 
wife, libel calculated to diſturb the 
captain's „ domeſtick happineſs; he then firs 


to the adjacent towns accompanied by 
his couſin a clergyman alfo, and they 'both 
were ſeen to throw them into the Hops as 

they paſſed the ſtreets, This proceeding oc- 
_ caſioned the captain's letter to be publiſhed ; 


and that, occaſioned his charges of 
on the captain, of poiſoning his ſtock, in a 
farm he held, of madnefs, cruelty, and every 


| kind . immorality. After matters were 


one thus far, the captain hearing he was 
ll and low-ſpirited, and not then knowing 
his inſenſibility, wrote him a letter to the 
following effect, That hearing he was ill 


and foreſeeing that this quarrel might occa- 


ſion much trouble and vexation on both 
ſides, and believing in the end the nei igh- 


bours would compare them to the two 
Welſhmen who eat the cow t--d between 
them, he thought it beſt to let the ball 


drop, that no man was ſooner angered than 


| he was, yet no one was ſooner appeaſed; 
that he defired he would not ſuppoſe this 


Overture 


wW 6 


„ WI” TD” %y NW we- | 


as he 


6 


Gverture of peace proceeded from any ſear, 
for that he muſt inform him, that of all men 
he had converſed with on "thi ſubject, he 


had found but one heart that felt ſor him, 
and that was his own; however if he did 
not approve of this his alle; he, the captain, 
was very willing to keep the ball up as long 

P but begged leave to obſerve 
that f quarrel was very unequal, that what 
he, the parſon, had in ſuperiority. of ſenſe and 


8 letters, the ſoldier out- ballanced by his pro- 


feſſion, and that he could not be hurt in ſo 


ſenſible a manner for any quarrel whatever, 
for conſcious of his faithtul duty to his king, 


he little dreamt of being charged with that 
crime which alone could affect him mate- 
rially. In return to this letter, the captain 

received an anſwer full of much abuſe, which 
concluded thus. I uſe his own words very 


near, but the ſenſe Jam ſure is the fame 
| {but have not the Jetter betore me ) though 


that can be produced. 
2 Pray keep your tender compaſſion for 
t your pimps and informers; I have read 
* ſome where that the tender mercies of the 
© wicked are cruel, I tell you plainly I will 


never forſake you; and I adviſe you when 


you go to h or W———-e to take 

© fle of men with you leaſt you get hear- 

: _ drubbed or come ſhort home. 5 
D The 


9 
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The danger 1 captain 8 Bo 


{elf under in going to Ipſwich, was a drub- 
bing from the gentleman himſelf, and that 
ſrom his journey to Woodbridge from. a 
farmer (for this he hinted in the letter ) 
who married his niece, part of whole hiſtory 
it may not be improper to inſert here. This 

young lady (for her uncle being a batche- 
lor} was ſent for out of Yorkſhire to keep his 
houſe ; and after ſome time in that employ- 

ment became big with child, was then ſent 
ſome hundred miles to lin, and when that 
was over, returned to her uncle again, who, 
like a good chriſtian, forgave, and received 
her with open arms, and is to this day very 
fond of the child, who lives with him. as þ:s 
own! Not long after this a ſecond misfor- 
tune (as I am well informed) happened to 
the young lady; but perhaps her abſence 
was not on the ſame account, as we never 
could hear any thing of the reſidence of the 
ſecond child that was inſinuated to be born; 
however the lady returned, and was ſoon. 
after happily married to the Woodbridge 
farmer, who is now a terror to the captain 
when he has occaſion to go that road. But 
I muſt do the clergyman the Juſtice to ſay, 
that notwithſtanding his nizce's faults, ſhe, 
her huſband, and children, are often enter- 


tained at her uncle's houſe, and ſhare with 
| him 


f 19) : 
him annually a great part cf the profits that 
ariſe from the tythes he rents, and the pre- 
— he has. 

The above account I have hich oht the 
more neceſſary to lay before your lordſhip. as 
it muſt affect his character as a good or a 
bad man; and had I occafion to think the 
reſt of his life correſponded with it, I ſhould 
think his behaviour on this occaſion (though 
very unlike the common practice} very com- 
mendable. But, my lord, he has not been ſo 
happy in the opinion of his pariſhoners, and 
their opinion of their paſtor always does, and 
has in his pariſhes particularly, had a very 
great influence, on their own lives and con- 
verſation, for if his example has not ſet 
virtue and religion in the light it ought, be- 
fore their eyes, I may venture to affirm that 
his reading and preaching never did nor can, 


becauſe J am certain that the moſt ſenſible 


man, cannot underſtand the plaineſt ſermon 
from his preaching it. And however like 
Tos ejudice this may appear to your lordſhip, 


you'll ſuſpend your judgment, till you 


| hg enquired of ſuch who have heard him, 


ſor it is what na man can conceive of any 


ther, nor what no man would believe of 


him from converſing with him, in which he 
appears a ' pleaſant, and rather an agreeable 


"EF Pg Fo and addreſs out of the 
D WS to church | 
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church is very well; and though after what 
J have ſaid above, it is no great matter what 
_ prayers he omits, and what words he puts 
in improperly to thoſe he reads, yet it may 
not be improper to acquaint your lordſhip 
that he often - omits that very important 
prayer to be uſed in time of war, and ſome 
others, but adds a word or two of his own, 
to ſhow his abundant piety | which he ought 
not: one of which is: introduced thus in the 
following prayer. The grace of our Lord 
| Jeſus Chriſt, Sc. and the ana tellow- 
| ſhip of the Holy Ghoſt. ER 1 
I! he above muſt ariſe; from great arrogance, 
great piety, or great affectation; And if every 
clergyman, according to caprice or whim, 
was permitted to introduce arbitrary words 
in this manner, who could tell where it will 
end, and how far the favourers of even pa- 
pery, might attempt to ſqueeze into the 
form of prayer ſuch words as they liked, 
and leave out ſuch words as they diſliked, | 
to ſerve their own purpoſes, if ſich proceed- 
ings are not put a ſtop ta. 
Though he denies having thang the 
half guinea captain with favouring of . 5 
ry, yet he does whenever he meets the cap 
tain,--not only himſelf (but makes a clergy- 
man couſin who lives with him ) come three 
. or four times a day oppoſite the houſe of the 
captain, and in the face of him, and his 
: whole 


= ets family, ſtand Py" g their N in | 


hat tte manner the Roman Catholicks do; and 
uts J muſt leave this behaviour to your lordſhip 
lay to determine how, far it is decent and be- 
hip coming a proteſtant clergyman, ſo wantonly | 
. make uſe of that ceremony, that is ſtill pre- 17 
me ſerved and uſed with the utmoſt ſolernnity! in 0 
W the proteſtant baptiſmal ſacrament. 
ht I muſt beg leaye to conclude with the 
Us: following obſervations. , . 
rd If a charge of fraud from the ld 
- ces, ſtand ſtrong againſt a man who will 
| not endeavour to acquit himſelf of it in the 
= ſame publick manner, the charge is, made, 
ry, does it not leave room to ſuppoſè he e | 
N, TS Ccontraditt it with ſufficient force ? - | 
——Y And could, or would, ſuch: a charg e 1 
ill. gain univerſal! credit as this does, if the, lie „ 
2= and former actions of the man did not con- | 4 
je 12 ſpire to confirm ſuch a belief? | 
d, If it be notorious that he attempted te | 
d. gefraud his rector of One hundred pounds 
= in an account of three? can there be any 

| doubt but he would if he could cheat a cap- 
e tain of ſo trifling a ſum a8 ten ſhillings and 
- fixpence ? | 
* n notorious to ' his whole pariſh that 
„ he ſtole the church timber to build his own 


. houſe with? by moon- light, and the grave- 
. n to make the ſteps, "an ” one e 
a 


do no- feel tlie wei 
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that he would have cheated the rector, and 


that he did cheat the captain? 
If it be notorious (and it is to his whole 
pariſh) that he prevailed on his Couſin to 
arreſt a neighbour, then conducted him (out 
of friendſbip as he profeſſed to goal, but 
Immediately applied to the landlord to take 
the priſoner's Ray and after the poor man 
was confined, he demanded tythe for tur- 
nips, which he declared the priſoner owed 
him for ; and yet when he was releaſed, 


** 


"era his receipt for fix pound fifteen, | 


for the very tythe he demanded; can it be 


ſuppoſed that he can ſhew much compaſ- 


ſion to the neighbouring poor, or that they 


1 


* - 
$ 
* 1 


x "of his "6ppreſſing 
hand ? = - i : en 


And if theſe, ard fifty more fach charges, 


are true, and they can be proved*if neceflary, 
er bes Trial an wer nook ets Mott - 
is this a proper petſon to Read the gofpet to 
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three extenſive pariſhes; or 3753 * not, 
with his chum, the reverend Mr 
ſent to weed tobacco in Virginia. 


„„ , 
. to be 


1 beg leave to make this one obſervation 


more to your lordſhip ; that A worthy divine 
has endeavoured to þlaſt the reputation of his 
antagoniſt, the captain, as he knows he has 
been at the pains to enquire ſtrictly into his 
conduct and character, and as the bulk of the 
world are more ready to give ſcandal a kind 
reception, than praiſe, ſo he has hoped to 


depreciate the veracity of the captain, leſt this 


- 


great weight of matter he has againſt him, 
| ſhould cruſh him lower, if poffible, than he 
is, in the eſtimation of all his neighbours and 
brethren, and though the captain is very 
ſenſible he has ſuffered himſelf, in the opi- 
nion of that neighbourhood, from the tongue 
of this man, . 2" good word could have 
been of no ſervice, I am perſuaded he does 
not on the whole feel any concern, but is 


% 


rather glad, that 2 a difference aroſe, 


| becauſe he is well ſatisfied that the attention 


he has given for ſome years, and may for 


many more, to this gentleman's life and 
actions, has deterred him from many oppreſ- 
ions, that he would otherwiſe have exerted, 
on his pooreſt pariſhoners ; and that the 
hungary have had many meals that would 
have been much ſhorter, had he been with- 

5 | out 


| | 


Ro 
out ſo watchful a DN hone : and as the 
captain has lately ſeen that a parſon of the 
ſame country, ſupported by a ayman of for- 
tune, and former good character, has had it 
in his power to uſe the moſt baſe fraud and 
wicked prevarication, to diſturb the ow 
and happineſs of the biſhop of W— 
' whoſe life has been an ornament to his pro- 
feſſion, and an honour to human nature, the 
captain, who has no virtue to boaſt on, but 
a love to truth, has not the leaſt room to 
repine, or think himſelf ill uſed, nor would 
he publiſh this if he thought it could give 
any offence to your lordſhip, for whom he 
has the utmoſt reſpect ; but that offence that 
every. good man, with your lordſhip, muſt 
feel on reading the above ſketch of the life 
of a clergyman now doing duty in your 
lordſhip's dioceſe. . For if the gentleman here 
ſpoken of can make it appear that theſe - 
charges are not facts, he will, on ſecuri 
given that no law advantage ſhall be taken, 
declare his name, and alſo place it at the _ 
bottom of ſuch a recantation as he, if in- 
jured, ſhall draw up. 
And therefore I do hereby call upon him, 
and it is incumbent on him for his own 
© ſake, to anſwer to the charges above, or by 
his ſilence, to be as I ſhould think he muſt, 
ee ry: And J ny promiſe that 
it 


It ſhall be . 5 no "expands to 


him ; for if he will ſend it to the author of 


_ this letter, and he knows how and where, 


in MS. that I will print it truly and faith: _ 
fully at my own expence, and diſtribute 
them about the — as. the oe a did * 


| former letter. Y 


To the trouble of this he can, lead no 
excuſe, as he is fond of -writin be has 
within theſe three months ſent 1 captains 
wife three hundred and eighty- odd inge of 
odd, and very odd, indecent poetry, which 
invention, plagiariſm, and compiling, muſt 
have coſt him more labous than telling a 
plain ſtory of matter of fact, which he mull 
[Either do, or ſtand here condemned; and 
when a man has truth and nothing elſe to 


tell, it will, when told, though wrote as this 
letter is in 'the moſt haſty manner, carry an 
air of truth that a diſeerning mind muſt diſ- 


cover, and as I am confident I have not 


knowingly ſet down what I do not believe, 
or know to be true, ſo I flatter myſelf your 


lordſhip will diſcern the truth, as well as 


the inaccuracy af the author, who need 
not ſay he was nat bred to letters, but was 


5 the ſon of an honeſt man who bred him 
to hongur os. and * Rood, and. 
| = 


7 to 


—— 
_—_ 


rbyeretice all good men, 7 ©, WE 
fore, * 


* ducing unneceſſ rds to be the 
effect of piety, affection or 3 1 be 
leave to lay J am juſt t gonvine f. my mi 
take; and thi fore am de 
all others, 10 ack e it, becauſe 
he floes it fre uently, without ee to. 
the ſenſe, ac T1 
tune in which Be fir 
traordinary, and 8 lie ny 2 — 
defy the graveſt man lying to avoid 
lity on hearing it, till he. he acruſtomed hi 
kars to reli diſcord; * 3 13 20 5 


